St. Clair 
Asks Open 
Hearings 

By Richard L. Lyons 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

President Nixon’s law- 
yer, James D. St. Clair, 
protested yesterday that 
leaks from the House Ju- 
diciary Committee have 
prejudiced Mr. Nixon’s 
right to an impartial im- 
peachment inquiry, and 
asked that all further pro- 
ceedings be conducted in 
the open. 

Several members, upset 
by release of confidential in- 
j formation to several news- 
I papers in violation of com- 
mittee rules, agreed with St. 
Clair. But Chairman Peter 
W. Rodino (D-N.J.) said the 
rule on the confidentiality 
of executive sessions can 
only be changed by vote of 
the committee, and that no 
meeting could be held this 
week. 

Rodino said he appreci- 
ated the need for the public 
to be fully advised of the 
facts in the impeachment 
case so it would have confi- 
dence in the work of the 
committee. But he indicated 
he would want to go slow in 
suddenly making public ma- 
terial received under prom- 
ise of confidentiality from 
the Watergate grand jury 
and elsewhere — material 

which has been discussed in 
the executive sessions. Any 
of that information used to 
justify impeachment would 
have to be made public. 

St. Clair said that if the 
committee refuses to open 
its sessions he would con- 
sider making public all the 
material, including tapes 
and documents, that the 
President has turned over to 
the panel. 

St. Clair’s complaint was 
directed at the leak Wednes- 
day evening of the unedited 
transcript of a Sept. 15, 
1972, conversation between 
President Nixon and two top 
aides. The White House 
transcript of this conversa- 
tion deleted a passage in 
which the President said 



The Washington Post would 
have “damnable problems” 
because it needed federal li- 
censing of its television sta- 
tions. 

The unedited transcript in 
the possession of the com- 
mittee showed the President 
also said of Edward Bennett 
Williams, a lawyer for The 
Washington Post and at that 
time also representing the 
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Democratic National Com- 
mittee in a damage suit 
against the President’s re- 
election committee: “We’re 
going to fix that son-of-a- 
bitch.” 

Yesterday morning when 
he arrived at a closed com- 
mittee session, where it 
heard further evidence gath- 
ered. by the staff on the 
Presidents involvement in 
the Watergate break-in or 
its cover-up, St. Clair was 
asked why the White House 
had deleted this passage 
when it made the transcript 
public. The committee 
picked up the comments 
when it transcribed a copy 
of the tape on its own equip- 
ment. 

“What has that got to do 
with Watergate?” St. Clair 
retorted. 

Asked if he was saying 
the deleted language was ir- 
relevant to the inquiry, St. 
Clair replied, “Of course.” 
However, the' comfiiittee 
staff said as long ago as 
March 1 that it is investigat- 
ing several possible cases"of 
misuse of federal agencies 
by the White House to de- 
termine whether any consti- 
tuted an impeachable of- 
fense. One of the possibili- 
ties listed then was use of 
the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, which 
passes on TV licenses, to get 
• back ;at White House ene- 
mies. f 

Rodino, when iasked if he 
considered the comments 
about The Washington Post 
and 1 Williams relevant, 
replied: “All the material 
we are considering we be- 
lieve relevant.” The com- 
ments were on a tape played 
for members Wednesday af- 
ternoon. 

This was the latest epi- 
sode in a running battle be- 
tween the committee and 
the White House over the 
conduct of the impeachment 
inquiry. 
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St. Clair: “What has that got to do with Watergate?” 



For six weeks, the White 
House failed to respond to a , 
committee request for tapes 
of 42 presidential conversa- 
tions on Watergate. When 
the committee finally sub- 
poenaed the tapes, the Pres 
ident responded by releas- 
ing edited transcripts of 
most of them. 

Last week St. Clair an- 
nounced that no further 
Watergate materials would 
be turned over to the com- 
mittee, to which the commit- 
tee responded Wednesday 
with a subpoena for 11 
more. If the President re- 
fuses to comply, the commit- 
tee might make that act an 
impeachable offense. 

The committee also has 
pending at the White House 
a request for 64 tapes of 
conversations on campaign 
contributions and the anti- 
trust settlement in the In- 
ternational Telephone and 
Telegraph Corp. case. 

Rodino said St. Clair ad- 



vised the committee that he 
will give the President's re- 
sponse on that request no 
later than Monday. 

Besides making every- 
thing public, one way to 
avoid leaks would be to tell 
members not to carry trans- 
cripts out of the committee 
room with them. 

“I don’t think they’re go- 
ing to be taking them out to- 
night,” said Rodino as the 
committee went into an eve- 
ning session to listen to a 
tape of a Feb. 28, 1973, con- 
versation between the Presi- 
dent and then-White House 
counsel John W. Dean III. j 
This is another tape, like 
Wednesday’s, where the 
committee has its own tran- 
scribed version and can lay 
it beside the edited White 
House transcript to see 
what, if anything, was de- 
leted. 

St. Clair made his formal 
request for open proceed- 
ings in a letter to Rodino 
that said: 

“The selective ‘leaking’ 
from executive sessions of 
your committee in violation 
of committee rules is preju- 
dicing the basic right of the 
President to an impartial in- ! 
quiry on the evidence, 
matter with the President 

“I have discussed this 
and, at his direction, I re- 
spectfully request that all 
further proceedings of your 
committee be conducted in 
open session so that the 
American people can be 
fully informed with regard. 



to all the evidence pre- 
sented. I further request 
that the record of the execu- 
tive sessions to date also be 
made public.” 

Rodino told newsmen that 
he regreted any breach of 
the committee’s rule of con- 
fidentiality, but said he was 
not yet ready to concede 
that committee members 
could not measure up to 
their responsibility to con- 
duct a fair inquiry into 
whether the President 
should be impeached. 

Rodino responded to St. 
Clair’s statement that the j 
American people should be j 
fully informed by saying the ! 
White House could help in j 
that regard by turning over 
materials the committee has 
requested. 

The chairman said the 
first public sessions of the 
committee’s inquiry proba- 
bly would not be held until 
week after next He said it 
now appears that the com- 
mittee should take a final 
vote on impeachment by 
early July. 

The main focus of yester- 
day’s morning presentation 
was the “money chain” of 
hush funds to the Wategate 
burglars. Also presented, 
members said, was evidence 
that the White House tried 
to conceal the activities of 
the “plumbers” unit by 
claiming national security 
and thwarting an FBI inves- 
tigation of the unit. 



